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T is humbly hoped by the Author of 
the following Sheets, that he ſhall 
meet- with the ſame Candour from the 
learned Dr. Rutherforth and the Public, 


with which he has conſidered ſome of 


the Doctor's Arguments againſt the Con- 


felional, and his Conduct, with Reſpect 


to the Management of the Controverſy, 
in which he is now ſo deeply engaged. 
If in any Place he has unwarily let ſlip 


an unguarded Expreſſion, he truſts that 


ſome Allowance. will be made for his en- 
tering heartily into the Cauſe he eſpouſes; 

and that it will be looked on as a Mark 
of his honeſt Zeal, rather than any in- 
tended perſonal Reflection. It is the 
Cauſe of injured Liberty which has called 
him forth, and it was not in his Power 
to ſtop to compliment his Opponents, or 
to apologize for his Freedom, where he 


thought himſelf moſt wanted as an Ad- 


vocate. He flatters himſelf, that Dr. 


Rutherforth will never be able to charge 


him with Ill-manners, though he may 
have been ſo blunt and uncourtly as to 
have ſpoken his Sentiments without Diſ- 


guiſe. 
March 28, 1768. 
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ANIMADVERSION S, xe. 


'F HE indiſcreet management of con- 
ttroverſy, has, with equal reaſon 
and juſtice, been lamented and 
complained againſt. Abuſe and calumn 
have frequently been made to ſupply the 
place of argument; and truth, the great 
object which was at firſt placed in view, 
has ſoon been loſt ſight of, and at ae 
left in its native darkneſs. 
The public have already read many 
pages concerning the right of eftabliſhin; 
tyſtematical confeſſions of faith and doc 
trine in Proteſtant churches, which have 
wholly been employed in quibbles, caſu- 
iſtical ſubtleties, - and perſonal invectives. 
The publication which gave riſe to this 
controverſy, was the Confeſſional ; a vo- 
lame that had been the labour of ſeveral 
© years, expreſsly written in defence of our 
religious liberty, and indeed executed in 
ſo maſterly a manner, that it at once 
ſhews the erudition of its author, and 


„ flatters 
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(6) 

flatters us with the hopes of its being one 
day inſtrumental in confirming to us thoſe 
rights which it ſo ably defends. His 
arguments are drawn out with a ſtreng 43 
and elearneſs almoſt peculiar to himſelf, 

and he hath alſo conſidered his EY in 
every poſſible light. i 


Beſides this general fight of Proteſtant 


1 churches to require eſtabliſhed confeſ- 


ſions of faith and doctrine, he hath at- 

tended alſo to the particular confeſſion of 
the church of England, contained in her 
articles, liturgy, homilies and canons, to 
which every miniſter, as well previous to 
his ordination, as his inſtitution to any 
eccleſiaſtical. Prion, is obliged to 
ſubſcridG. 
The oppobirinn and Fes which the 
Confeſſional hath already met with, re- 
quired no very extraordinary penetration 
to fore ſee. It is no more than what might 
have been expected. Poſſibly ſome of 
its opponents may have written from 
principle: but it is more than probable, 
others have been influenced by a worſe 
motive. The effect a reform in our ec- 
eder conſtitution would have on the 
larger preterments in the church, is, per- 


| haps, 


. 
haps, urged with too much reaſon, as 
the moſt prevailing argument with ſome 
ef the clergy for objecting to the very at- 
With too much truth does this ſpirited 
author deſcribe the truly pitiable caſe of 
every reformer... After ſpeaking of Pape- 
_ broch, Mabillon, and others, and the ad- 
venturous cauſe in which he has embark- 
ed, - Here is more than ſufficient,” 
ſays he, one would think, to deter a 
© reformer, who is able and deliberate 
6 a g to count the coſt, from ever 
« meddling with public error, even with 
more than half the courage of Luther. 
A man mult be in a very uncommon 
fituation, as well as of an uncommon 
„ ſpirit, even in this land of liberty, 
„ho is bold enough to undertake the 
«© patronage of a cauſe, to which ſo many, 
at different periods, have fallen mar- 
* tyrs; not always, indeed, by fire and 
* ſword, but oftener, perhaps, by what 
* kills as ſurely, though not fo quickly, 
Hunger and Nakedneſs*.”---He after- 
wards gives a progreſſive hiſtory of what 
has been attempted in this country, the 
3 $ 3. » 
* Preface, to firſt edition of the Confeſſional, page 16. 


cc 


— —— Nr 


1 
various conferences which have been 
held with a view to a reform, and the 
ill ſucceſs they have all met with. In- 
ſtead of chriſtian divines, and enquirers 
after truth, men governed by party-rage, 
and bigots, have preſided at all of them, 
almoſt without exception, and fruſtrated 
every generous deſign of freeing the con- 
ſciences of men from the ſhackles of un- 
warrantable ſblerip hene and eſtabliſhed 
forms. | 
What a refleftion, in this Jand of hi- 
berty, this climate of good. ſenſe ? what a 
tain on the annals of à free people? that 
thoſe honeſt men, who have laboured 
hard for a review, are pining away in 
« a deſponding obſcurity, under the 
« frowns of their diſobliged ſuperiors*.” 
What a completely bale and oppreſſive 
ſpirit was near being indulged againſt the 
Puritans, after they had fled to Ner- 
England, when the oppreſſive Laud, of 
rf memory, to complete their 
N mortification, was upon the point of 
2 i Fg 


by 8 as is Gppaled) to the ingenious . | 
of the Free and Candid Difquifttions, and the excellent 
Appeals to common Reaſon and Candour, which ſoon fol- 
lowed. | | 


(9) 
ſending them a Biſhop, with a mili- 
«. tary force to back his authority, if the 
« Scots had not found him other bufi- 
„ nels*.- 
« Would the dhorch of England, per- 
« fectly atchieye the honour of being 
« the leader and chief of all reformed 
« churches, the way is open. Let her 
«© be the irt to remove every ſtumblin, 
ce block out of the way of her weak, (if 
„ fo ſhe will needs call them) but con- 
« ſcientious fellow-chriſtians. . Let her 
cc nobly and generouſly aboliſh and diſ- 
* avow all impoſitions, all bonds and 
„  yokes, all beggarly elements, diſagree- 
* able to the ſpirit and deſign of chriſti- 
« anity. Let her remove all grounds of 
« ſuſpicion of her hankering after Rom/h 
« ſuperſtition, by renouncing every right, 
« ordinance, and ceremony, which may 
* nouriſh this jealouſy among the Diſ- 
_ « ſenters, and for which ſhe is driven to 
« make apologies, that ſo remarkably 
__ «© contraſt her pretenſions to an authority 
to decree them. Let her do this, and 
_ © ſet the glorious example to the other 
1 Proteſtant churches of . and 
OO then 
® Conſeſſional, preface to firſt i edition, page 25. 


* 


6 


* 
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(to) 5 
then will ſhe be juſtly entitled to thoſe 
c encomiums, which, while ſhe aſſumes 

5 e them in her preſent ſituation, will only 
te paſs with the judicious for the meaneſt 
. of all mean things, /e/f-adulation*.” 
Let the motives which have induced 
the reſpective champions to ſtep forth in 
defence of our preſent eſtabliſhments be 
what they will, the ſubje& might have 
been argued with more temper. To 
ſpeak only of Dr. Rutherforth, who hath, 
doubtleſs, complimented confeſſions, at 
the expence of private judgment in all 
religious matters: hath he not attacked 
our natural rights, and thundered out his 
anatbemas againſt the firſt advocate for 
them, in a manner, very ill becoming 
e him 


*. Confeſſional, preface to firſt edition, page 22, 23.— 
The author of the E/ay on Eftablifhments in Religion has 
taken notice of the church of Exg/and being thus charged 
with /e/f-adulation ; but, notwithſtanding all the caſuiſtry 
he is maiter of; notwithſtanding every palliating-circum- 
ſtance which he urges, cannot deny the conſequence 
which the Confeſſional here draws from his granted pre- 
miſes. Prejudice apart.— The Church | herſelf pleads 

n ſame hath been done by the author of 4 
Lite to the author of the Confeſſional, containing remarks on 

the Preface io the firſt edition, page 19 and /ig. — but with 
_ the lame ill ſucceſs, Re CO ALTER | 


7, RE 
him ** who occupies one of the firſt thes 
& ological chairs in Europe* ?” 94 
A far more cool and diſpaſſionate writer 
hath ſaid, the accepting from any church 
* a commiſſion to teach, implies an obli- 
tt pation to teach the doctrines of that 
* church; for no church can be ſuppoſed 
to give a power to be exerted to its'own 
« ruin, nor ought any one to uſe the power 
%% with which he is inveſted, againſt that 
* Church from which he received it+.” 
This paſſage, indeed, ſeems intended ra- 
ther to ſilence the clergy, than directed 
3 ee | 
It may appear foreign to the purpoſe, but T will run 
the riſque of — thought impertinent, for the ſake of 
indulging myſelf with the recital of one of the moſt beau- 
tiful and affecting ftrokes of humanity I ever met with: 
The learned profeſſor him/e/f may be induced to fmile,— 
perhaps he may fee/—tnough at approve. At the con- 
cluſion of a form of excommunication of the church of 
Rome, pronounced by Ernulphus, Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
{according to Triſtram Shandy) couched in the bittereſt 
terms. His uncle Toby ſays, I declare my heart would 
not let me curſe the Devil himſelf with fo much bit- 
© rerneſs.” He is the father of curſes,” rephed Dr. 
Slop. *.So0 am not I,“ replied his uncle. But he 
„is curſed and damned already to all eterfiity,” re- 
plied Dr. Slep. I Au SORRY FOR IT,” quoth his 
uncle Toby.—Triftram Shandy, vol. 3, chap. 41. 


fi + Eſſay on Eſtabliſhments, Kc. page 37. 


(12) 
zgainft, the matter in queſtion. It carries 
with it, however, a plauſible appearance 
againſt us; but there is more ingenuity 
than - juſtice in the expreſſion. | The 

church of England receives the Old and 
New Teſtament, and ſubſcription,to them 
is requiredz very well, ſo far I grant be 
church gives no power to be exerted to its 
own ruin. But becauſe I declare myſelf 
of the religion of Chrift,. and am willing 
to ſubſcribe to the New Teſtament, as a 
public teſtimony of my religious princi= 
ples, is that church to go farther, and 
lay, you ſhall not only receive the ſacred 
oracles, but you ſhall alſo receive ſuch in- 
terpretations as the convocation of 1562 
have put upon them. -Here is that ſtretch 
of power againſt which the Confeſional 
exclaimeth. Tis againſt this that he di- 
recteth all his artillery. ' Is this kind of 
ſubſcription conſiſtent, with the right of 
private judgment, which this ſame er g 
b ſo ſtrongly inſiſted upon? Is this 
agreeable to what he afterwards ſays? 
755 Religion” (I ſuppoſe he means the re- 
ligion of Chriſt) - is a friend to all the 
© natural rights of mankind, a friend in 
9 particular to Iiberc of conſcience, which 
60 18 


(13) 

te is as neceſlary to its own exiſtence, as 
_ & free air is to the preſervation of the 
* life of man. To pretend to ſupport 
e religion by perſecution, is to make uſe 
* of malevolence and infernal fury by 
Way of promoting peace and good-will; 
it is in the cauſe of Heaven to put on 
* the armour of Hell*.” In this obſer- 
vation there is ſo great a dignity of 
thought, ſo much chriſtian charity, fo 
great a degree of philanthropy and hu- 
manity ; in ſhort, ſo much benevolence 
runs through the whole of this eflay, that 
though it is not concluſive, it is yet to be 
admired.---Here is nothing of the inqui- 
fitor; he is eyery where the chriſtian 

divine. __-. FRY 
It is evident that God intended to 
give to every one a right to judge at 
Hall times ultimately for himſelf in all 
„matters of religion,” faith a late right 
reverend author. It is a right which we 
"og Can 


cc 


Pape 44. | | 
+ See Biſhop EI Trafts, Part 1, Tract 1, p. 15.— 
The Confeſſional hath expreſſed himſelf to this purpoſe in 
ſo ſingular a manner, with ſo much ſpirit, and fo much 
ſtrength of reaſoning, that I muſt beg he may be allowed 
to ſpeak for himſelf here: There is, indeed, nothing 
5 | | more 


| 
| 


— 
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(14) 
can no more give up in compliance to 
any particular eſtabliſhment, than others 
can take away from us. 

It has been repreſented by ſome, that 
nothing leſs than the overthrow of ever) 
eſtablithment whatever, would ſatisfy the 
demands of the Confefional. That he 
was artfully deſigning the ruin of every 


poſhble form of confeſſion. To theſe 


malevolent infinuations, let it be an- 


ſwered, Has he not propoſed that all 


teachers and miniſters ſhould make this 
ſolemn declaration, ** that they received 
the ſcriptures as the word of God, 
« and would inſtruct the people out of 


IE: them 


ſearch the ſcriptures ; a right which he cannot trans- 
fer either to any church, or to any ſingle perion, be- 
cauſe it is his indiſpenſable duty to exerciſe it perſon- 
ally for himſelf. And if it is his duty to ſearch, it 
muſt alſo be his duty to determine for himſelf ; and, if 
he finds juſt cauſe, to diſſent from any, or all the human 
* eſtabliſhments upon earth,” p. 31, 2d edit.—“ Each 
man is anſwerable for his own ſoul,” ſays Beliſarius; 
it is his buſineſs, therefore, and his only, to deter- 
mine the choice upon which the happineſs or miſery 
of his future exiſtence depends. The only point in 
which all theologiſts agree, is, that they do not com- 
prehend the very myſt eries they dare to pronounce upon 
with ſuch peremptory deciſion : and ſhall it be a crime 
in ze to doubt, where zhey do not underſtand?“ Mar- 
montes s Beliſarius, chap. 15, p. 218, third edit, 


more evident, than that every a hath a right 8 


(15) 
e them only,” leaving them at liberty 
to diſown whatever after proper exami- 
nation they judged inconſiſtent with 
them* ?---Would not this be a ſufficient 
n b e eee 


* Confeſſional, p. 17-19, ſecond edit. — The authors 
of the Free and Candid Diſguiſitions, p. 163. ſecond edi- 
tion, have inſerted this truly valuable note: —“ Con- 
ſidering the great propriety and importance of our it 
article, (being the grand foundation of our whole Pro- 


<« teſtant religion) it is juſtly thought by ſome members 


© of our church, that it ought to ſtand at the head of 
oO 


all the reft, being the chief key to them all, and the 


leading rule by which they are all to be adjuſted. 
«© Others are of opinion, that this article alone, being 
* properly enlarged, would be ſufficient to all the real 
« and uſcful purpoſes of ſubſcriptions.——[ fencerely be- 
« lieve, that, holy ſcripture,” (by which Iman, all 
© the canonical books thereef, as received and all>wed' by 
& the church of England, in her flth article} containeth 
© all things neceffary ro ſalvation; fo that whatſoever 
is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is 
not to be required of any man, that it ſhould be be- 
«© Heved as an article of faith, or be thought requiſite 
or neceſſary to ſalvation.— I alfo believe, with equal 
© fencerity, that (Article 17) the promiſes and decla- 
ration, of God are in ſuch wiſe to be received and be- 


lieved by us, as they be generally ſet forth to us in 
holy ſcripture; and that in 4% our doings, that will 


« of God is to be followed, which we have expreſsly 


declared to us in the word of God I believe further, 


that, Article 20) it is not lawful for the church, or 
for any man or men whatſoever, fo to expound one 


place of ſcripture, that it be repugnant to another, 


or to decree any thing againſt the ſame, or contrary 
to God's written word.” - But ſee the ſentiments of the 
indid Diſquifitors more at large in the note referred to; 
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teſt, whereby we might know the prin- 


ciples of the teachers of our holy religion, 


and the right of private judgment ſtand 


unattacked, unfettered.--- Here weſhould 
be left to work out our own falvation 
«© by our own underſtandings and endea- 
« yours, agreeable to the goſpel of Jeſus 
“ Chriſt. Sufficient means are afforded 
«« in the holy ſcriptures for this work of 
« ſalvation, without having recourſe to 
ce the doctrines and commandments of 


«© men.” 


Shall a belief in the ſcriptures be de- 
clared neceſſary to ſalvation, and that be- 
lief not be ſufficient ſecurity to the go- 


vernors of the church, of the candidates 


for holy orders being fit perſons for the 
miniſtry* ?---This is prieſtcraft in per- 
e fection. 


* © Thoſe means of edification, public or private, 
„ will always, in my eſteem, bid the faireſt for ſuccels, 
which are the trueſt copies of apoſtolic originals.” 
Notions of expedience in any thing more than theſe, 
when there is nothing to judge by but ſuperficial ap 
pearances, have frequently led men to interfere very 
„ unſeaſonably with the dictates of other mens con- 
ſciences ; and no greater miſchief has ever been occz, 
toned by any thing in the chriſtian church, thau b, 


„ thoſe very expedients of human prudence, from whic!. 


_ ** the beſt effects have been expected.” —Confeſſions! 


Page 41 and 42, {econd edition, 


(17) 


fection. If it is alſo further inſiſted, that 


if a man entertains peculiar notions, con- 


trary to the received opinions, he muſt 


keep them to himſelf.---I directly an- 
ſwer, that, © the admitting of this prin- 
« ciple will ſuppreſs truth rather than 
«« error; would have prevented the pro- 


e pagation of chriſtianity at firſt, and 


e the reformation of later years *. 


One would imagine the bluſh of con- 


:ufion, the ſtings of a guilty conſcience 
See Attempt to explain the words Reaſou, Subſtance, 
XC. p. 234. | HE 
It may be neceſſary to obviate and remove one ge- 
1cral objection, that I have often met with, againſt any 


Iterations of this nature; namely, that ſuch an attempt 
vill tacitly imply, if not directly acknowledge, that we 
:ave all this time been in an error, and which will give 


ccaſion for ſome to reflect on the church of Zagland, 
or her paſt conduct. But this is fo weak and ſlender an 
o bjection, againſt ſo juſt, reaſonable and chriſtian an un- 
Q.crtaking, as not to deferve any other anſwer, than only 
o obſerve, that this reaſon or argument, if it be one, 
olds equally ſtrong againſt the reformation itſelf ; againſt 


rectifying of any miſtakes or errors, even after the 


rongeſt convictions of mind; againſt the making any 


new acts of parliaments, or altering any old ones, that 
nave been found prejudicial or hurtful to the ſubject; 


'and for the ſame reafon, would we be confiftent, let us 
prohibit the ſtudy of divinity, of phyſic, of arts and 
ſciences, and reſtrain all manner of improvements in the 
knowledge of either : Nay, we may at once commit to 


the flames the works of Locks, Boyle, Newton, and many 


other eminent writers, who have refuted ancient errors, 
and made very conſiderable diſcoveries, for the benefit 
| | and 


r 
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in the countenances of more than half of 


the young ſubſcribers, were matter of joy 
and exultation to thoſe who have been 


hardy enough to diſregard them. It has 


been anſwered, © they may apply them- 


„ ſelves to ſome other way of getting a 
_ « lvelihood.” — Their fortune, perhaps, 


expended in their education, they are re- 
duced to this alarming alternative, ſub- 


ſeribe or ftarve*.---Unable, from the re- 


membrance of better days, to dig to 


beg, aſhamed -r. 


The 
and utility of l and if we muſt reſiſt ien ation = 
and act in direct oppoſition to our knowledge, to the 
diſcoveries made by ourſelves, or other learned men, and 

erſevere in our miſtaken opinions, only becauſe we may 
be reflected on for our not being ſooner wiſe, or for a long 
continuance in our former 1 1gnorance, how juſtly may it 


be ſaid of us, that /ight is come into the world, but aue 


love aarknsſs rather than light, becauſe our deeds are, or 
have been evi/.—See Conſiderations on a Comprehenſion 
or Union of Proteſtants, p. 13 and 14, 8vo. 1748.—If 
men were not to declare their opinions (ſays the Biſhop 


of Clog her in ſpight of eſtabliſhments, either in church 


or ſtate, truth would ſoon be baniſhed the earth. Error 


| 8 on ſo much a fairer outſide, ornaments itſelf with 


o many plauſible appearances, and comes loaded with 
ſo many bribes to tempt us from our duty, that if truth 
did not ſometimes ſhew itſelf, and exert its abilities in 
its own defence, the world would ſoon be over-run with - 


error, as an uncultivated garden with weeds, —Dedication 


to Eſſay on Spirit, page 41. 
* See Conteſlional, p. 44, note (J) ſecond edition. 


+ See Sterne's Sermons, vol. 1, ſer. 2, p. 44 3 and alſo 
a ſermon þreac hed 16 a lar ge congrezation in the country, on 


Old Chriſtmas D. a, P- 2 BP rinted tor Mi illar, 1753. 


69) 

The good Biſhop of Clogher entertain- 
ed other ſentiments.---< I am not (ſays 
he) againſt joining the wiſdom of the 
« ſerpent with the innocence of the dove: 
« But I would not have the wiſdom of 
* the ſerpent without the innocence of 
* the dove. Let us be as wiſe as poſſi- 
ce ble in defending what is right in our 
eſtabliſhment, but let us not exert the 
ſame wiſdom in defending what is 
« wrong. But, above all, let us, in 
*© the name of God, take care that our 
% foundations be clear, and that our 
articles and creeds are free from er- 
fror *.“ If a ſtorm ſhould ariſe, (con- 
tinues the Biſhop, p. 53) we may run 
a riſque of having that tree torn up by 
c the roots, which might have been ſaved 
« by a little pruning. 

The moſt moderate men allow that 
our eccleſiaſtical conſtitution wants re- 
forming; but object to it, on account of 
the danger and difficulty of accompliſh- 
ing ſo great an undertaking. Our civil 
conſtitution receives almoſt daily im- 


E p 


cc 


cc 


Provements; it is fitted to ſuit the exi- 


gencies of the times, and is made to keep 
pace 


*. See his celebrated dedication to 52 on Spirits 
page 47 and . 


(20) ; 
pace with the gradual improvements in 
civil life. Our eccleſiaſtical conſtitution 
equally demands our attention, and equally 
claims a review. Lord Bacon has ſome- 
where obſeryed, that a perſon arguing 
againſt the neceſſity and expediency of 
altering our articles, liturgy, &c. might, 
with equal propriety, attempt to prove 
that churches and chapels will never want 
repairs, When caſtles and houſes are very 
viſibly decaying every day. | 
Every candid  enquirer, who will but. 
uſe his own eyes, and his own judgment, 
will eaily diſcern, and as readily deſpiſe 
the many falſe inſinuations, which the 
Sons of Syſtem. have thrown out againſt 
the Confeſſional.— He has by ſome been 
repreſented, as a wolf in ſheep's cloath- 
ing; by others, as an open, declared 
enemy to every eſtabliſhment.---When- 
ever his ſentiments differ from thoſe of 
his more orthodox brethren, they are 
wreſted from their plain and natural 
meaning, and made to bear ſuch inter- 
Pretations as muſt have racked the moſt 
fruitful invention of man to have found 
out. -On theſe interpretations, his op- 
onents, occaſionally, affect a degree of 
picaſantry.---When one g argument is not 


at 


0 21 ) 


at hand to oppoſe to another, a facetious 


joke, on a jingle of words, picked and 
culled from a dozen different parts of his 
volume, are made to ſupply the place; 
in hopes that, by drawing off the atten- 
tion of the reader, he may take the bait, 
and let that paſs for a refutation, which 
is totally foreign to the purpoſe. _ 
By the like unfair dealing, the ſcriy 
tures themſelves have ſuffered very 32 
What new-fang gled doctrine may not be 
roved by placi placing and linking together 
bits and ſeraps of verſes | (leaving out the 
occaſion of their being written, and their 
connection with the preceding part of the 
| ſame book) ?--Purgatory, Saint Worſhip, 


Fr * 


Tranſubſtantiation, Infallibility, The 


Reading of the Scriptures in an unknown 
tongue, and every, the abſurdeſt doctrine 
of the church of Rome, though acknow- 
| ledged notorious impoſitions on common 
ſenſe, may, by theſe means, be proved 
2 to the written word of God“. 
N D Perſecution 
Some 8 of theſe may be ſeen by referring to 


the 4 Monal, page 380, note. —Candid Diſguiſitions, 


chap. 6, page 114, note (9) ſecond edition. —Macaulay's 


Hiſtory, vol. 3, page 344, note +—Dr. Hallifax, in his 


Three Diſcourſes on Juſtification by Faith, hath marked out 


ſeveral forced miſconſtructions, which the methodiſts have 
| put upon certain paſſages in the New Teſtament, ſo that 
e leading doctrine of that ſet may appear to be 


grounded in the . —Dr. Law hatlr given the 


world 


: ' nn nate I — — 7˙—˖öÄ—— 


the opinions o 


cutie”? is the offspring of Bi- 
gotty, and cher deaf to the voice of 
truth. The reat difference between 
15 men, ought to remind 

dic that, poſſtbly, weir own may be 
wron . Reaſon, that hath always been 
faithful, never had two faces. It has 
been obſerved of this nation, by à certain 
noble author, that our aticeſtors have 
377 formerly waged war againſt Mabome 
«fans, only becauſe they were ſo; they 
« have kindled fites againſt Hereticks, 


4. though” What was herefy in one age 
* has been orthodoxy in another ; nay, 

e they have involved their country in all 
. Net mileries of civil diſcord upon points 


«of 1 no- greater moment, than, Whether 


%a table ought to be placed in the mid- 
. dle of the c! church, or ar "Wo end of 


...-8C? it“. * 


The nobleſt ire ebene f Wuperier 
Lagwledge, is ſuperior humility.---You 


have many vouchers for the one, but the 
ther remains without an advocate 
Why, reverend . will N rob u 


7 N ſelf 


world POO PERS cautions FD bac OG by the 
Interpretations of deſigning people. See his Confidera- 


a tins on the Theory of RS on, fifth. edition, page 157, 


note (1)—page 101, note +) page N. note $6) and 
page 190, note (U) 


pPerſian Letters, letter 47 


Can} 
ſelf of ſo eaſy an acquirement, and act 
upon principles ſo diametrically oppoſite 
to that religion, which you are appoint- 
ed to teach. Surely the governors of our 
church never received from you ſigcient 
ſeeurity, that your faith and doctrines 
were agreeable to the word of God. 
They muſt certainly have fallen ſhort of 
that ample ſecurity which you infiſt 77. 
mot by and Titus were commanded by St. 
Paul to take of ſuch as they appointed to 
be paſtors and teachers. 
Call forth, Sir, every power that hu- 


man {kill and wiſdom can furniſh you 


with.---You will ever find inſurmount- 


able difficulties in defending ſubſcription 


to * the doctrines and commandments of 
4 men f. Let the goſpel of Jeſus ſuf- 
fice.---By that we muſt all be one day 


judged.---And as it muſt be the arbiter 
of eternity, let it alſo be the guide of 


time. Pure and without allay, let he 


Poor have the goſpel' preached unto them.” 
LEAH THO LE. -O4 D 2 : | 


Confine 
he authors of the 


'S$ 
: 


| + The following obſervation of 


Free and Candid Digi inns ought not to be here omit- 


4 
ted. Such ſubfe 


ription hath kept out many, even 


members of our own church, that had both a deſire and 
ability to do it eminent ſervice, and might have ſhone 
«« with peculiar luſtre in its ſacred miniſtry; nor are any 
kept out of the miniſtry by ſuch ſubſcription, but men 
of conſcience ; for againſt thoſe, who have none, no 

be effectual.“ r 10, p. 168, 


«© bar of this kind can 
ſecond edition. 


- .. 


(24) 

Confine not the miniſters of our holy 
religion with unjuſtifiable eſtabliſhments. 
Let our religious and civil liberty go hand 
in hand, the envy and admiration of the 
world. To ſpeak in the language of our 
church, allow, that ** holy ſcripture con- 
„ taineth all things neceſſary to falva-. 
« tion: ſo that whatſoever is not read 
46. therein, nor may be proved thereby, 
4 ig not to be required of any man, that 
<« it ſhould be believed as an artiele of 
*« the faith, or be thought requiſite or 
neceſſary to falvation®,” 
Archbiſhop Synge records this 33 

of a noble Earl: Chriſtianity (ſaid he) 
eis a religion every way agreeable to the 
nature and attributes of God, and con- 
«« ducing to the happineſs of man, both 
here and for ever Te, IF LEARN= 
„ ED. MEN WOULD: LET us HAVE IT. 
* JUST AS CHRIST AND HIS. APOS= 
„ TLES, DELIVERED IT.” What may 
wie not expect from that æra which thall 
thus reſtore chriſtanity to its original 
ſimplicity? which-ſhall make our be | 
appear as amiable as it is s in ended to be 
uſeful to manking.7 


« # Aa bid. 


* 


